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INTRODUCTION: 

The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (US EPA), Region IX, under the 
authority of the Comprehensive Environmental Response, Compensation, and Liability Act or 
1980 (CERCLA) and the Superfund Amendmenis and Reauthorization Act of 1986 (SARA), has 
tasked California Department of Toxic Substances Control (DTSC) to conduct an abbreviated 
preliminary assessment (APA) of the Continental Heat Treating (Site) in the City of Santa Fe 
Springs, County of Los Angeles, State of Cali fomia. 

The purpose of the APA is to review existing information on the Site and its environs to 
assess the threat(s), if any, posed to public health, welfare, or the environment and to detern1ine 1f 
further investigation under CERCLA/SARA is warranted. The scope ofthe APA includes the 
review of information available from federal, state, and local agencies and performance of an on
site reconnaissance visit. Using these sources of existing infonnation, the Site IS then evaluated 
using the USEPA's Hazard Ranking System (HRS) criteria to assess the relative threat associated 
with actual or potential releases of hazardous substances at the Site. This report summarizes the 
findings of these preliminary investigative activities. 

SITE BACKGROUND: 

Prior to 1969, site owners/operations are unknown. In 1969, Tower Industries began 
operating as a heat treating facility. In 1986, the facility changed its name and ownership but 
maintained operating as a heat treating facility. Continental Heat Treating (CHI) continued 
processing metal parts with heat to perform carbon nitriding and nitriding on the surface of the 
metal. CHI housed a de greaser in the center of its operations. The unit was removed in 1995. A 
shallow soil sample obtained adjacent to the degreaser detected tetrachloroethylene (PCE) and 
trichloroethylene (ICE) contamination at 7,514 and 4,759 micrograms per kilograms (,ug/kg), 
respectively. 

A site-wide multi-depth soil gas survey was conducted in 1986. Sample results detected volatile 
organic compounds (VOCs) as high as 1 ,94.0 micrograms per liter (pg/1) to feet below ground 
surface (bgs) proximal to the fanner degreasing operations. The highest concentrations ofVOCs 
(4lmilligrams per liter (mgll)) was detected in the most northern portion ofthe property at 15' 
bgs, along the northwest facility boundary and outside of facility operations by approximately 
250 feet CHT detem1ined that the contamination outside of the degreasing operation was coming 
from off-site and upgradient. Figure 2 shows sample locations. 

In 1997, a soil vapor extraction well was mstalled to 60' bgs in the former degrcasing area. Soil 
samples were taken at five intervals. PCE from 4.8 ,ug/kg to a maximum of 130 ,ag/kg and 

E was detected from 3 ,ag/kg to a maximum of 20 ,ug/kg. To date, no vapors have been 
extracted. Groundwater is approximately 65' bgs and regionally llows in a southcrnly dtrection. 

The !~tcility collects, conLJ.incrizcs and ships under hazardous waste lllanil\.:st, used oil. In !t)lJ'J, 

CHT began operating an abovt?groun(.L closed-loop copper plating line on-Sill'- Wastc rrom the 
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plating line is handled as hazardous and recyclable. 

CURRENT STATUS: 

Mobil/Jalk-Fee, a facility immediately north and adjacent to CHT has detected PCE 
contamination on-site in concentrations as high as 55,000 parts per mil !Jon approximately 1 0' 
north ofCHT property line. Under an agreement, the Los Angeles Regional Water Quality 
Control Board (LARWQCB) oversees Mobii/Jalk-Fee remedial actions. CHT has requested lhc 
LAR WQCB to oversee their remedial actions as well. However. no agreement is in place. 

RECOiVIMENDATIONS: 

Follow up with LAR WCB. If no agreement is in place, perhaps enforcement actions 
should be considered, due to the high VOC levels ill' site soil. 

attachments: HRS Scoresheets w/rationale 


